University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

5-23-2001

University of Dayton to Honor Astronaut-Senator
John Glenn with 2001 Leadership with Virtue
Award
University of Dayton

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
University of Dayton, "University of Dayton to Honor Astronaut-Senator John Glenn with 2001 Leadership with Virtue Award"
(2001). News Releases. 10402.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/10402

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

~:·

May 23, 2001
Contact: Teri Rizvi
rizvi@udayton.edu

, I

DAYTON
1850 .. 2000

NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO HONOR ASTRONAUT-SENATORJOHN GLENN
WITH 2001 LEADERSHIP WITH VIRTUE AWARD
DAYTON, Ohio- Popular American icon John Glenn will receive the 2001 Leadership
with Virtue Award from the University of Dayton's National Alumni Association on Sept. 20.
Glenn, who became the first American astronaut to orbit the earth in 1962, returned to
space in 1998, earning a place in history books for the second time. At 77, the U.S. senator was
the oldest person to fly into space - an odyssey that captured the public's imagination and
contributed to research on aging and the effects of weightlessness.
"His history is one of courage and commitment to serving his country," said Brother
Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., University of Dayton president.
The award recognizes strong leaders who are successful because they blend a high level
of integrity, vision, inclusion and emotional balance in their lives.
Being "the first" is not new for Glenn. In 1957, he set a transcontinental speed record in
a flight from Los Angeles to New York. The Democratic senator was the only Ohioan ever to
win four six-year terms in the U.S. Senate, where he opposed the proliferation of nuclear
weapons and supported increased federal aid for education and job-training programs. He
served as chair of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee from 1987 to 1995. He's been
considered for vice president twice and sought the presidential nomination once. He retired
from the Senate in 1998.
Before his illustrious and storied career as an astronaut-turned-public servant, he flew
59 combat missions in the South Pacific during World War II and gained recognition as a leader

and trainer of pilots. In 1953, he fought in Korea as a combat pilot.
"I am honored to have been selected to receive the University of Dayton's Leadership
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with Virtue award. The Society of Mary and the University of Dayton have a long history of
both leadership and virtue, and I am deeply grateful to be associated with them," Glenn said.
Dennis Marx, president of UD's National Alumni Association, calls Glenn a legend.
"He's a local personality with international presence," he said. "He's one of the greats in
what's been called the Greatest Generation."
In a 1999 Gallup poll, Americans named Glenn one of the five most admired men in the
world.
Jack Proud, president and CEO of Monarch Marking who initiated the award in 2000
when he was president of UD's National Alumni Association, said Glenn is universally
respected as "a man of honor and integrity. He's a bona fide hero, whose first historic flight
into space put the country firmly in the race for space. He's devoted much of his life to public
service. He's a modern-day model for other leaders to emulate."
At Ohio State University, the John Glenn Institute for Public Service and Public Policy
aims to encourage public service among citizens of all ages, explore the place of public service in
American life and train public officials for more effective leadership. Though retired, Glenn
remains a passionate advocate for both public service and a strong educational system that
focuses on improving U.S. math and science scores on standardized tests. He's the chair of the
National Commission on Mathematics and Science Teaching for the 21st Century. An Ohio
native who grew up in New Concord, Glenn and his wife, Annie, have two children.
In 2000, Elizabeth Dole won the inaugural award, which draws national attention to the
need for strong leaders with integrity from all walks of life.
In conjunction with the award, the University of Dayton will sponsor an essay contest
for high school students and is exploring the feasibility of launching a national poll, a "report
card" on how well leaders perform based on the criteria of the award.
Glenn will receive the award at a special dinner on campus on Thursday, Sept. 20.
Seating is limited. For information or reservations, contact Joanie Swedlund, Leadership with
Virtue event director, at (937) 229-3262 or swedlund@udayton.edu. For more information on
the award, see www.udayton.edu/leadershipwithvirtue/.
-30For media interviews, contact Dennis Marx at (630) 573-6945; Jack Proud at (937)
865- 2314; or Joanie Swedlund at (937) 229-3262. To request an interview with John Glenn,
call Tonya McKirgan at (614) 292-2458. For a digital photo, contact Teri Rizvi at (937) 2293241 or rizvi@udayton.edu.

